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Abstract of JP2000029792 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the 
confidentiality by storing information on a user, 
information showing the storage destination of 
secret information, and an encoding key 
characteristic of the user on a small-capacity 
medium and generating and storing a key 
characteristic of the device on a hard disk. 
SOLUTION: At incorporating, a key B105 
characteristic of the device is generated and 
stored on an external storage device 102. 
Then the user actuates an encoding control 
mechanism 103 to register information 108 on 
the user. The contents of the information 108 
of the user consist of a user ID, a password, 
and the encoding key A109 characteristic of 
the user. Then the user specifies desired 
secret information 1 10 to be concealed. An 
encoding control mechanism 103 reads the 
secret information 110 out and encodes it with 
a key A109 characteristic of the user. 
Consequently, a file obtained by further 
encoding the obtained file with the encoding 
key 1 05 characteristic of the device is written 
to a location such that the user specifies on 
the external storage device of the device. The 
location that the user specifies is written as a 
storage location 1 1 2 of the confidential 
information to an IC card 1 06. 
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